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gliders. Most important of all, I wanted my typewriter with me, and, finally, I thought I should feel braver in company.
Shannon, who had already sent in my name to the N.P.A., was no doubt still thinking sceptically of my " hunch " when his telephone rang, and as he picked off the receiver and listened I saw his look of incredulity. "Your name was first out of the hat," he said. "There are two others going with the British division, agency men, and all stories are to be pooled."
I was naturally expected to keep my mouth shut about the coming expedition. The Shaef section at the Ministry of Information especially emphasised the security angle, as any leakage, it was felt, would have calamitous consequences. I hardly know how to describe the dreadful strain of the days that followed. Despite all the official exhortations to silence, there was far too much " pub whispering " about the coming operation going on in Fleet Street. Men on other newspapers, as well as my own, would come up to me with knowing looks, full of mysterious hints.
My colleague H. D. Ziman warned me that, at a luncheon party, somebody had said to him, " Do you want to know where the boys in red berets are going ? " Then the tipster indicated Denmark on the map. All this increased the nervous tension considerably. I still made a pretence of going in and working in the news room as if nothing had happened. The suspense was shocking.
My intense and nagging curiosity as to where we were to be dropped remained unsatisfied as the days passed. I felt unable to concentrate on anything and, despite my unshakable resolve, began to go through what I imagine are all the sensations of a man in the condemned cell. I called on Major-General Lord Burnham, Director of Public Relations at the War Office, to ask if he could give me any clue. Lord Burnham, whose charm and affability were a byword among the correspondents, was on this occasion reticent but encouraging. He said that about seventeen airborne operations were organised for every one that actually came off, and that this one was quite likely to be cancelled like the rest. He also pointed out thatentioned, the Megara landings had impressed me with the efficiency oftribute to him was contained in the straightforward language of Gort's despatch on Dunkirk.ucing up" for its turn on the radio to ]
